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, anSlnna Brown, and that dale vou3d net h ritate to 1:111 i. e rort of ^EkgBKZEMf

9 ~ A J
- Jchilafon. A short tiiuu prior to his murder- D. ilh had y * c

-allKbatton with- Ilele relative to a f6, 000.GO indebtedness which SMtn ••?,

elalned ms due him by Hale. Shortly after this altercation, on t :e nig;

or Barch 10, 1923, the house of William E. Snath was blown no by MvcM# -•

13 '-five-'j^allon kef. of nitro-glyc =*rin e.xploled iriucr it, blow!*..;* tho h.. i rr,j! to
14 / .• ' atoms and hilling Rita Smith, wife of W. E. Smith, and «2tlk

.

bra oka-hire,

fppj ' a' white servant jirl inst.aataneouhly, r.od horribly nicngling the body of
16 , William E. Smith, vho lived a few hours, however, and stated his b -.Lief

i that Hcle had ived him killed.
*

It.-was develop -id through 'investi ration by Bureau sront;; tart

Villtcm K. Halo had'hir d Jonti Ruj;u>v*y ar.d Ami ”Acc !
’ Kirby to ; urdar

‘

William E. Smith and Ms wife end VAd subsequently prid Rru.rey appro .t-L,atriy

$1000.00 for porfortiiT': the -njurdor* Thooo facts ware- proven by mea..r of "v >v!'

a confession obtain-^ from John ftsmsoy hiurel^-, -^s wall as t**e cor.f seion of.

Ernest Bhrkhsjft, who pointed out Smith’s huusd tO Karcev and Kirby, . v '-’-iv -tv

acting under instructions from Iftle, and whe sought cut Fta: acy or the day •
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of this iuirder to inform him that William K. Hale and Hoar; Grammar, .n

' fft-. ,
-

: -

i?

order to allcyv Hr / >.cion, v»er<; going to Fort Worth, Texas, to a cautlcmen^s
• conference, end that Will iar. 1. .Smith and Ms -viM rh.'Mi to \.urdar,.d that

night. It d* velonc-d further that William K, Hale ir.u attempted to hire ;

the notorious outlay;, A1 Spcaocr, to co.aj.it tile murder, but Spencer
rofus d, stating that while ira 3rd no c.mpunci.ioa at i\>b>“ Lr z A train wr

blowing & safe and killing in lividuals in or on on at.tai.ct, he had net sunk

so low as to murder h.clplosa Individuals for iaoji«'-;> . Aft -r Spo-nccr’c

refusal liale attempted to hire f,B3.ackien Thcr.psdn, Dick Srt-gg, and Ms
. father, John Gregg, tc muraor William S’ ith and Ms fa. fly, all of whom
refused.

1 WillirjL K. Hal*.; b ca^e afraid that "ac-P* Kirby, who rarticipAt^a

in the murder of 'the Smith fsualy as set cut above ar.d v*ho uclu^lly placed

the five-gnMon cih of ib tro-g*Jyc*rin under «he Fifth h use and o<.
4 It off,

'

would make knorn coxa ration with tneso murders, nn.i acccMi .fly

persuaded Kirby to .atte.ipt tan robbery, of ;.. groc. ;p; stc. r>~ ;r thu

OklaacLoi State line, ascuri.r.g Kirby that the ovca.r ui in . rvucory sic ro

possessed c rfain valuable gens. The -.wner cf the st are yt s in tuiv. informed ..;M

of the exact h^ur of tho c >nt^.n?.ated ixoeery and ns Kirby forced e^rcnce

..into the groc c.y at re through the w?.iid^nv, greMM b.d.* v l
J h novoral louas of .y

buckshot from a s':*., ty* a, thereby rwmovivg a vitn-.ss who c uld nave aap.licc.tc
d

'

. Ra3.p and his associates.

.Pfr;v.
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-In additi

.

to the solution wf the nurders, thcrnclvoa, f-acau

^^^aponts discovered that*' noli ie Burkhart, ful3—Mjou 0sc.ec Indian wife cf
®

'y Erhept Burkhart, who clone remained between Willian Hale *c nephew, i>mest .

& ** Burtonrt, and the f .>rtune of the Lizzie Q. feriiy, at the ttx IV.

.

““ Govemnent ccsanencod its iiiVostisation of tho cnce-v.es dying f v’hat

^f'dTwac believed to be slow poisoning, It is an o.~tai£i$bid fact that as c~* r. :bc

•J
’• 5 as she wp.s gotten Wo 'of the control of Burkhart and ?1; she irr.odiatcly

11vine today./regained *her- health

In Conducting invests cations i ‘oia

the Federal Bureau of Investigation posrd as an Indian medicine ..jan in un

"
; undercover investigation, elairdng t n be in search of relatives who had.

0- X- r\ "! «•> -.ws H.-.X
1 » - 'X/ lOrT 3 Ot ~f

Special Agent yf :t;:h ;

leans««_ '4moVod to Oklahoma several years boih.ro. He and

7 _ *' Fairfax, consisting mostly of £w< setoned water, and vac

Indians, visited in their heroes, att.udod their corcaonials, thereby

^ " gaining nuch useful infurmfci m, Not only did t..c ayout acting as a

^ medicine nan in actually dispensing tho sweetened *vat :r the

JJ'
;

"hfiain their confidence and cooperation, but i’ll- sc served as a

OUiiC.

._ * .. v,. 4-^.. ...

Ui. J-i 1 j'j WiU

main:s
Indian

.nedicine yr\n
. in the inn^r circle an 1 tribal councils, helpiny then to nake

plaiyi for tho actiinistraticn of thoir tribal problems and government.

FfOriQjy-
*iw\ f 1 ,>» -\wiluiuvi wvl;;

Another Special Ayent of the- Federal Bureau of Investiyati n,
'll? *i ti ? »: vi i yr- r\r> ~ cnl n - *•> ’ r.'V.V'i |'i“— iw ' ~i . - i t*j V . v. —4.V/1. - £ . ... - - w i~- w.4.

V ;'

"

resold life insurance of a 1<. pitlilt ^ character, thereby ga?nin entrance he

the homes of influential citizens and gathering useful information, which

the citizens refused to give, to governrwnt arentc openly because of their

foar of William h. Halo. In cojncction with this sal"' of life insurance,

of -course, infor2 . 1r.ticn about tho personal habits and thor typos of

-infoHiation .available tr' insurance conpanics would la obtal.e d, a;d

frequently, tills information would have a direct bear!; * on the different

angles of the case under investigation. This ayari contacted Vh'.115.aa K.

Ha3^ hi.Hgel f under his nxise of an insurance sole Siam, and ala- r l succoe io

in scllifc hia a policy.

.:T

- . •

-

.
"-y fp#|.

.
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*

-
1 T- **JsyfcwT r

:r -. e f * •• *r *-.*•
. s VStill another Spoci:!. Agent of t)ie Federal Bureau of Invest

Jo part of a pi*" in Texas cov.-i.ian, and established close association
^

7. withpmai* of Hal..: *s intimates and onployees, all ox vfior. urlx-Dwingly >VMy -

55 bji^^tributbd usef^xl inf ^matiai. Tho ^ents of tm Federal Bureau cf In—
^ ' :Vohtigation who were working undercover on this case often net in renote

_ , ^— •.
.
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vhS^rouc places in the Osc.se cour+rv, such tV wood* previously ._A astt*::" place ;/ A1 bpr. er air Ids «**utia* *
,
ang, a «. ly-nd

yherc many murders aid robberies hid been' plotted , Two -.v*a‘ • • 3-

15 ,*

16

teral Bureau of Investigation, together with a lioufonaut of <f*o

fye* fSVfato'TSureau of Criminal Identif i nation cf GMuhoinu,
:
u:>on one occrcion

Up for two nights and days with a turn let witness bcfer-- cItaini-.-;
" d a ptatOTTient from him* The interesting incidents occur, ins in ‘the in-

v / vestisation and. the trial of the guilty parties involved in these mur-

sAwn•v
>:

ders are too niraeraus to mention.

a Burt La. -«v w j ’’bonus’* confession caused bureau ngente many
*1^ hours of weary Woiff, tun . n h’s rexeasc into custody of the zll proved

be'& glutton, who ate tu..oone steak ana French-fried potatoes three

aVor * times a day. Upon hie first visit to a cafeteria vdth agonus, upon
12
2y*J&
24
25
26 b

r

27 1

28 4 *

29 t
30-V

32 ;

1 *

reaching the cashier .'-as, found to have- .'our nice :s of pie and three

pieces of cukc upon Ids tray and ccmplalr.ui of that he had no roor.-
r*:.;$T|

for & meat disif. ' “ u. ^ y
K •

Dewey S ;Al7b ® mat;M • ) Go< ;nrmnt witness, testified tc the fact'

that he was hirfdty William K, Hvle to mrder -KrJLscy I'orrison’s wife. He .

wi'c released from Lhe Syracuse, .‘Visas, Jajl to wstify, anc while being hold
at Guthrie, Oklahoma, with osh.-r Material witnesses who had been transferred
from uhc Kansu- State Penitentiary, ne wat ‘left in a jail cell of which all
the bars were found to havs Men partly saye.i* He showed his appreciation
by breaking out the sawed v urs and war subsequent.ty located by Bureau
agents clad only \* Ms underclothing, attempting, to hide in a barrel at

.a pressing' shop at Pawhueha, Oklahoma, where he was having his suit pressed.
JFle gave as his reason for the jail break that he intended calling or. a lady'

friend, who, incidentally, was his ex-wifo, Cecilia ligheart, full-blood
Qsugo woman.
i • ; ,

• %+•>

*< Yx

On another occasion Sclph walked out cr: a drunker: jailer, taking n.

with him the jailer's pistol, and afterwards stole an art .mobile, in which
.

he made his escape. He was recaptured by Bureau agents au a subsequent data
.and returned to testify at the trial of Hale, Dewey Sclph’s next attempt “ -•#

/;V to escape, after having beer returned to the- Arkansas State Penitentiary
.u to complete a sentence there, resulted fat . !.ly for him.

While the trial was actually in progress a Bureau agent obtained
In:. ormation to the infect that HOr was rcedvi.-o: letters from a witness who
had oerjured himc^l

Ac 11 ani located in the boaclouhi) g t,.o letters iron the .v itness staui.g
:+ trial and intended

*
haa perjured himself in Bale's fci half at the uusi

•so M.’:ain. This .itr.eso was sub* ey-oatly s-^nt to the Stare Per.lv. r*tia|^;V^.y.'-.

order, and the stataa* nts ware introduced -against
'• •’

•
-M. .

•

$ on a charge e:

t his final ti *. .1.

Hale’s fjnnr r trial. This eeanf searched Hold's

Mm
for Hale loc.tM two tr-.mos and carefully school.-d '

%f:
,;

^them dn helping prepare a defense for the trial of Halo, The alert agents

,uA

-*nM H-’OMMnkeMbU . . ««. - »
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flrcau discovered thic eituution, cocurcd confess'iAid&^Proft 3

oy pre/cnted thuir fejjV&rauce at the trial, &sup as so bn*.lit

e^-tify valent nrily a* 'the trial of ilalo u*il :ira?rr ana r,.w..Ivw

’ft ^viitciices because ol choir per*v.rsd toctiiacry. Fa.vt r*c' two*

Ihcc was ?.C. If. ..tor, who was .riven a sentence? of- two ..v. rc 'll rt3». f

Penitentiary and fined *100.00. Other iviundc and rclsliven of
|KmL« we.re senueneui i or Di:iri;j xn cux;uei2|#u ui uvuru unu xui ^

14 with the lerral oronress of the court.
W ‘ _i '

16
1**

John Rar.sey, upon Ms trial fy nurdor. offered an alibi to the-. 14
effect that 1x0 was r.ot in Fairfax, Oklahoma, on the date of t-ho murder for

16 i«tA* which he y»as being tried. Investigation by ager.tr. of the' Bureau resulted
f? in the' production# ©£ the hotel ,'Cfistor of an eld Indian woman vfco had
20 f^C^^fojTncrly operated a hotel at Fairfax,' Oklahoma, reflecting that Ramsry..y4>f'-

21 actual .ly rurristtrod in Ibis hotel on the day of the murder. This :v

7 2
kwan
TrwH

xi-J

in tti.' m>41 TTV..Wati V UV ' niAa h#
Vfir m T in\urr-rV ~ —~. v —

23;^ky .presumably working in *tbo interest of &ile, irlfa.-* attempt to have h'-r

a

24 %'*
" change her testimony. This luAyar was subsequently sentenced, to eighteen'

25 ” months in a Federal Penitentiary fr.r thic action on hi? part. • ..*

?< v-/
2

s

? ;

•
'

*
“ Upon the* successful conclusion of the cdser against Hale and.'

24^?*# *; ‘Kmsey and the other individuals involved in thoVurdors, 'the Os.ifee

Indians, through their tribal council, passed resolutions, enrolled
upon the’ records of the’ tribes, expressing their approciatiar of th

2*
30 **
n f

22
,

33
34 .

35
36
3V'f
3* -

39
40 l
41 4.

4144

?r<iat service rendered bv arent; the Fedor cre.vu of Invostiration
in breaking up the vicious murder ring which had been praying upon that
tribe for years.

Ramsey wer*4 tried four times
Guthrie. 0kla}to»na, cnee in t'

ff. J.edioiiia. and. one . OJ * i/i j - t Si

ions, resulting in their be in.

x-rai

.- convicted
for tiv lav-rdor of -Henry Roan and sentenced to life imprisonment in the
Federal Fordten Liu. y at. Leave n.vorth, Kansas. Those tv.o er-n lotions usrer

in the federal Cc\r*t, duo to th® fact t.ut the C.iiWd States hud •
> y

jurisdiction qvor tic acuval nhoj^ Tlunr^r Roan war murdered. Other-

43
; ;y sentences imposed in the stats cciirts for min'd-.rs over which the United

44 Stater, load nc Jurirdicticn were Ernest
“ V.,alC\ */

y

-VT IT C[w¥* * T h SVl
y -1 Hr « Oil I .. oW .

h.prisoirrent for
v.- 1 1

i X a.

lii'e imprisonment fwr the nurdev* of Anna Brown, while _ryan fiorkhart,

brothoi ‘-•f Et neat i-urldiart, tu.-ned state's t.videnco in ctatv court a* >d

wa^-nt’-ver convicted.
' '4

It is invar voting to note that upon the i’irsu trial of Hal' ^

tht Fed .r.a/ Dietrie l Court, rules that it .d no juri. diction c#,#''

a*c# only to be ro--*vsr*rt by the. Snprtxw? Court of tne United Statwfc

n the compar Ttr*vely shoi't
;

•. iod of t-.,^.Vy-f ?
v.-; day;;. From the ,>

l ty*iii" df Hale and. Kissr/ in the Federal Cour^ at Gui Vo'le A hun - •**

oultod . Tir ease was rv.-.\.ri d at Ckla! v.rau City ir* the Fed. ;r..l • y-.,

v\ore^IsttyjLCt Court at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma , ana beta hale v-id heoiscy v\

f?
+;*' y

•
•

-

CJ®;xc

;
"W‘" .’

- vv-- , -p *
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i
cbr^fetcd an.; -ivon life ccntericss. Hair ay pc',led and had his convict

j
revwsed upon the r^ouhd tbot the- case Jed boor, triad ia the vvrcnc* *i

I decHit'll nnt'r.slical.iy r-versed Rx-.;rcy f s conviction d3 ?6 .
T.-y„

. . ^aajtri&l. Hale and lanscy asked Tor a severance and were tried sepr r-t

*

12^^' ‘ I^adcr^l VI strict Court at Pawhuska, uklahcraa, rc»*ultin=; in convict

' \ - tad sentences as set forth above. .
• t' 5yi^iS y

\ - T.;-:
13 «.3
14
15 fe .
^'|,r

#
-

'**. ' One other interest ins sidelight to these caSvS ir. tr>e -J'^ct that yl v

%.* / "Billie Halo, the beautiful dr.yht ir of V. X. ilfle, within a ^empar~t yy
, 7 short tine after -her father nad tear. aervs to the y onitan’ iary, narrisc a : * yell*

14 • .y;e .

a^*C* full-bleed 0c:\: . Indian, erect on a hcr.c, -vid at present lives
.

•

^ -a lev/ hundred yards fren the spot whore- ^ina Prcv.ii
1

3 .isui'dered body > .<;

2o;^„aa CpuM.

2 3 & h \ . ' * * :

24 Va^*" ,vtV
.

25
26
27 ~

2a i * .
* ; :

,

24 o :• : • •-. h '
,

30%1 f .
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" On March Zm 19$9» HARLAW L. HTLL» :
United States Probation Of fiuwr* '

g£p)*oIae,
(
Id«bo, a'dvibad SA DAVJD w, vrj^AT at’^Boisa. that ha had that cut * .

directed
4a letter to WALTER K. URICH, Parol® Executive, United States ‘

- i

.

2
y pfParole, Jffashington, D./C., relating to the sbove captioned indi^> ._

. y,^^'Tidual^who^i» presently paroled under HILL** eupor^/iaion, H'^LL stated this .

.
..letter 'ref|ueeted URICTI to confer with the Director concerning information

6 ^appearing |a the comic hook entitled *STFV? SAUNDF^RS* Speoitl Agent, P3I,r

* Haroh, 1949, * In connection with the information appearing in this

comic book, ^ HIXX related the following

t

'’** V
"

1

V.

b 1,1'
1.

^
RAMSET nerved 21 years of a life sentence for his participation

I* *in the Osage Indian Uurders in Oclahoma. He Was yOroled frQTn the United
States. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, some tiau; a^o and is presently
"living mith .a son* At IfoCall, Ide: o, : Rie PSI-'nyaher-ic Si&froy So.ne tirwr

_

ago R/,l!SFf appeared at HILL’S office In Boise with the liarch issue <L-". 1 wO

^ abofe mentioned oom<o book. He told HILL that a oerson living in !!cC' lb y'/i
^had called,his attention to the faot that the name, JOHN R' V2T, ap itrrii

in the picture story concerning the Osage Indian Hurd ere. Since that V.me

J:
gossip in' the small IfoCall community has plagued RA’^HY, whe~%s 89 yo&x*s

old. Hi# protest to HILL related to the use of his r.ame in the story,

5ULL stated that the article reports the details of RAMSEY ’ s participation

in the Osage Indian Murders and infers that the story is baaed on »n actual

RBl-oase and indicates the characters in the story are authentic with the

exception of STSVB SAUUDERS, Special Agent, KILL assumed the article* h-d _
repared with the cooperation of the FBI,

r*&

HILL feels the net result or the article, espeoiBliy since j.1

RAtofT, ti**^.Interfered with RAMjSEY’s parole adjustment , At pr«s©ut

*• j
-

.t -tm.
I
N ••

j.
1 <
"rr
5

1

“ """
'

V *' 5-”'
^
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Ifcreh .*,

'
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toes hot. have the

lT‘'^v i'"* * •

^9te®r 'Visiles to leave 1'oCall «nd locate elsewhere but does hot have the
fk$U to do'so. RAMSET told HILL he felt his debt to society had been
P*r^*a^ly P*i^ *nd sees no reason why fiotitious h&iaos were not used In C ^

* K
i0

^
4
* preparation of the article, HILL d&pressed the same sentiment and, in '&«*£

superior ‘asked that attempts be made 'to aona ider tha :

articles for^publio consumption to use the^real k
-

2

2

? Attempts were made at Boiee to secure the Jlaroh issue ef the .v •

.

2>J^ •*for0“#“tloll®d «o*lo book with negative results^ 'Jews stands are nor? " V' :!

U'Wm**^-*** th*
'

vVr l949 » issua of this publication; - ••*/•’$£

26 r
^f&-

• .* above is being furnished .for information purposes iaaa^uca :•

•

2? -*#«£.;*• 4* wOUld appear »there is a possibility the matter maybe brought to the ^
:

; ^5'
^Juraau officials by the' Parole Executive of the united States > *

- ^ - ^AiBoard of parole. . *?:&. —
.

,"

-

aiaes or si

v»-.2:
! ^ #.?, *

:
- «

#>*s8r

STBoard of parile.
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Very truly your^.

.77. a, BANISTER
SAC*
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ATTENTION £5? DIE RECORDS

JOHN RAMSEY
CRIME* OH INDIAN RESERVATION,

‘ /lirmnoD \ .^MViu/cin/
<*

..if ^

Dear Sirs

On Maroh 2^ 1949, HARLAN L. HILL, United States Probation Offioer.,

Boise, Idaho, advised SA DAVID F. MURRAY at Boise., that he had that dute
directed a letter to HALTER K. URICH* Parole Executive, United States
Board of Parole, Washington, D. C*» relating to the above captioned indi- f

idual who is presently paroled under HILL’S supervision. HILL stator this

letter requested URICH to confer with, the Direotor concerning information
appearing in the oomio book entitled/' STEVf SAUNDERS, Special Agent, ?3I*_
for March, 1949. In conneotlon with the information appearing in tnis
oomio book, HILL related the following:

•
.
:**>'

. ' 4***fr*V

DiUCPT *ru»H PI VAfli!U^iUUU4 WW« * v* w* J *»'"< Af a Hf, mtenoe for his participation
in the Osage Indian Murders in Oklahoma. He was paroled from the United <

States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, some time ago and is presently
living with a son at MoCall, Idaho. Hie FBI number is 34155-. Soma tim* c
ago RAMSEY appeared at HILL’S offioe in Boise with the March issue of

He told HILL that a person living in McC&ll
had called his attention to the fact that the name, JOHN RAMSEY, appeared
in the picture story oonoeming the Osage Indian Murders. Since that time//;

gossip in the small McCall oomnimity has plagued RAMSEY, who is 69 years -vj

old. His protest to HILL related to the use of his name in the story. 'jjjl

HILL stated that the article reports the details of RAMSEY'S participation**

in the Osage Indian Murders and infers that the story is based on an actual

FBI case and indicates the characters in the story are authentic wish tne

exception of STEVE SAUNDERS, Speoial Agent. HILL assumed the artiole had

been Drapered with the cooperation of the FBI* r ..,.

I HILL feels the net result of the article, especially since it

name! RAMSEY, has -interfered with RAMSEY'S parole adjustment. At present- name! RAMSEY# has -interfered

r^ictcwyJ
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March 6, 1949
:

Uj;>v. B«t ?fee2l RM4SET - CIR (MURDER)

1 2 W J

wlahos to leave Vo Call and locate elsewhere but does not have the
r

15 £;’>* fund* to do so. RAMSFI told HILL he felt his debt to sooiety had been

16 1&/ partially paid and eees no reason why fictitious nameB were not used in
. .»

17 Tl^the preparation of the artiole. HILL Expressed the same sentiment and in^ _
18 -^ Ms letter to hi* superior asked that . attempts be made to oonsider the -T

.^A>Sadvi* ability'* of .permitting articles for public .
consumption to use the real

^

20 :^^^a»e** of subject parties. • /./

Attempts were made at Boise to seoure the March issue of the

23 %•> aforementioned oomio book with negative result^ ^News stands are now-
•_

24'^^ featuring the t$ay, 194^, isaue of this publication^ ^

1? /*&/ ^
* The above is being furnished for information purposes inasmuch

-y '

- a* it would appear there is a possibility the matter may be brought to the

attention of Bureau officials by the Parole Executive of the United States

Board of Parole #v

Very truly yours.

S^r

^

22’t^C'

24.'*£V,

29
30:?;/. ,

31T&J

Ji S , r.,/

35 ?*rt-

yO*'-
-V.

38 }

W. ff. BANISTER
SAC
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^yfOfficc Memorandum • united states government

sicholsW

tfofiss'l .

*».*>*

oate; March 9,

RAMSEY
ABJECT OF I.C. #62-5033

*

The attached letter from Butte reflects that the U* S*. Probation

Officer at Boise, Idaho, has advised one of our Agents that he has

icted a letter to Ualter F. Urich, Parole Executive, U. S. Board of

^ parole, Washington, jy't:., protesting use^of John Ramseys name in the

i $ % comic, .book entitled^Strve Saunders, Special Agent* for March, 1949* This

^Jfeook, as you kricrw/ is^niblished by Parents* Institute, Inc., Thich' publishes

20£%*Jfrue Comics* with rhlch we have cooperated for many months by furnishing

2 1
material. The case involving Ramsey is that in which he was a c fefendan

with Willian KflPhale, charged with the Osage Indian murders. Both Hale and

?
wer$ vernife

-
1erms . In the. I.C. memo John Ramsey is described as *a booblc

;
;

dFifty year old typical rohgh type western criminalTwflQ had served a penitentia
term for. rustling cattle, former member of the notorious Henry Grammer gang, actual

**

murderer of William E. Smith, Rita Smith, Nettie Brookshire, and Henry Roan.* In \
all about two dozen Opage Indians died under suspicious circumstances. It Trill be

2 g
recalled that this' case was one of those Illustrated^ in the book published by the

C .Editors of Look Magazine and Ramsev and Hale were Identified bv name in thj «^Editors of Look Magazine and Ramsey and Hale were identified b;

t volume;

£ The attached memo points out that Ramsey is 69 years old and told the .&(
:

Probation Officer that he felt his debt to society had been partially paid by his
service of 21 years of his life sentence and that he .sees no reason why fictitious

v

names were not used in the preparation of the article. There appears to bo ho./

.allegation of misstatements in the “True Comics* presentation of this case. In

.view of the wide publicity given this case in past years, Ramsey’s prior criminal
f record, "and the aggravated nature of his participation in the sordid crimes against,
the Osage Indians, it is not believed any special consideration should be given

attachment
V«; •
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'At you nay reoall', in, the 1920’s, William £.

V* i=V • 4.;; --

ethers teerr contacted i»,cc»r. . otion with the4
^J^^^ f̂sJ M̂urdar of'varieua, Osage Indians* As an ^expression of
2 iati on, the tribal council 'or the' Osage Indian*
Z2:'} IS * :J "'r

adopted resolutions commending Bureau Agents for their

A; ”
•-

k.P'

$¥4r

vW;-r 3 5i.4- ;

13 kyesti gat ton in connect tyn ip i th tfi& 3£ wurde r s .

^ ;*r-
2^

; ft ^ 1. Bureau files do not contain copies of these
^^&^fC^reiolutton»' but reflect that *Key ar e enrolled on theW rniri*. '
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FEDERAL BURSAD Of IHVBSTCGATIO*
v V,

U9UTBD STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

AIRTEL
Xyrfh* following aessag* to:

FJT, OKLAHOMA CITY 8-28-53

DIRECTOR, FBI ATTENTION: CRIME RECORDS

^ILLIAM K/QaIE, OSAGE INDIAN MURDERS RESEARCH (CRIME RECORDS).
* •

REBUILT DATED' AUGUST Hi, 1953. INVESTIGATION AT OSAGE INDIAN

agency, pawhuska, om. , reflects that resolution commending
*

; ' AGENTS T. B. WHITB, FRANK S. SMITH, JOHN LT BURGER, JOHN K. WREN
.

'^'v
24 4 . ir. *

• ,-tfMmmm
AND ALEX STREET, ALONG WITH SEVERAL OTHER INDIVIDUALS AND ATTORNEYS,

A MATTER OF Rfcc6RD. PHOTOSTATIC COPIES ARE ’BEING PREPARED AND WILL
r»

1

BE RELEASED TO BUREAU UPON APPROVAL OF OSAGE INDIAN COUNCIL WHICH

MEETS SEPTEMBER 111, 1953. TRIBAL ATTORNEY DOES NOT* DESIRE TO

RELEASE WITHOUT CONSENT OF TRIBAL COUNCIL BUT ADVISES COUNCIL WILL

APPROVE. UACB WILL OBTAIN PHOTOSTATS AFTER Hith AND FORWARD TO

"BUREAU.

•

•

t y
••

ELLSWORTH

70-7U8
GHE;vlb

/

Special Agent in Charge

«ic;

.* ...

,

.,.y AUG Vi •

I ;

fb f'
*- /'

'->• A

Sent. Per.

• ,7r t . "rr: • - .rvwyr.t'-
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lS*mt SESSARCB (CRIME RECORDS)
± 'jXJmS&SV***** .

*?•-.
. 5f-« . . .

ter* KBI
L»- tit-S®?- -•**
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«>V reovll, Liari»:Q »r Uezie tile zas tA«-..

TiftticrV MelliO Burkhart, Rita Xll'iSaith, and Aorta Browr.,

?a"f^iS^attar'ttao. beingf Vtfitiu 4* t/t# mttrdtr plots, Thara to .

;

<» »«r«o« filet that Lizzie Q had a fourth .

Vi ante Hie, oho bo* said fo bm married to one Sill
ZZ Smith. Rita file Smith, at tbr time of her_ death, ims the

Zj jrtfe of f. S. (S\ll) SAtth, aleo 0 murder viaMj.

>« •
• ;

'•*.
' itnna drown woo Jturtiorod on 4fay ^ 1921. Minnie

^•£(le "Smith died in. early 1922. ». X." Smith and his wife, X
-,ptMt$a),

%tl*j&mt fht 'Wro .killed in UargA, 1983., r

•'*' y-*l

^ A ^ * .w . V * > ? *
--•/ -'V*r.v^ •« '

• '; t^.'. '

^ ^ ;* . .

* a*'
430*** if/: -*y/ )’Bureau ftlee reflect that Anna Brow dtcd ' $nteetat*,Y

going to her nother Lixxt* Q, her sisters' Mcllte
,-s ^Burkhart and Mi ta Kile Smith, Gnd a half sister, Grace Gi #.*£ •••£*

There le no* mention of Minnie Kile Smith ae being one of her '^: :'4

34 ^tra* ;
' '>

; The 3ureau desire e to hno&i
|

» ,.^<*'4 - '^.-r
. <

“ t '’<••-
‘

... **•*
i- * £

*

; V i. 1/ Q had a daughter named Minnie? -v.v
‘ c ' - •• - •:. ' Vjt ^v

/' - t
^

' 2m If the Bill Smith who war said to he

tl^k^ Mrrted to Minnie xas identical with the Jill £jc‘ :h

42 P&* married to Mi to Ktle Smith?
,

'

;
;,.

^ ••' 3m What connection, if any, did Minnies K B
lofel Aawtf in general scheme cf the rMrdcrer£to^t^ .5 center the inheritance of Liexl* Q*e famifu^Xn

« a ; - r. + m y* * m «-rw v •w
r
v w r > - • Cf K r ? -.

JZ~ the marriage records of Ooage County to determine whefsWm :

^ •

? f

/

Bitaiilf Ssiithm • ^.b ;} 7 ^
I ’7Tfc« JBureddaalcQ desire » general daiif concerning Osr: ;-,c

-County md it*A jtowne* This data will probably be readily .£¥>: ~x-

y

;,K h : u
"

W^ibW** •&><* mrnlrnr of Commmro: /
.

" .V-
*;•"

' ^11^#
• wc'frjrial Should be forwarded to the Bureau '*undt» ,~U V-

. |f?^

fftota ^ 1958^
*5 OUr K-J it.' \ > // ., >

‘

195^3*.*'*=- i X-i /A*Jv.
,/

" ^ ^
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

a -U4'* t.V-t'V.
» •% 3 , .— v
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.

UNITED STATES DEP,
I** 4k

OF JUSTCCS -I, ¥

AIRTEL f

X the following XIM^e message to:

13 *V>;\ *

\\M
m. ioma an 9-3-53

pIBECTOR, FBI — ATTENTION l CRIME RECORDS

WILLIAM K^BAIE, OSAOE INDIAN MUBDERS^IESEARCH (CRIME RECORDS).

| _a:v Ga»4y—— f
'

^^^ REUHLET DATED AUG.* 28, 1953, RECEIVED OKLA. CITI SEPT. 1, 0953*
2 0 " y21'^' SO AGEST AVAILABLE PAWHUSKA, OKU., UNTIL SEPT, k, 1953, AT WHICH
2-2

23 '*^>. - 'TIME INFORMATION ' DESIRED WILL BE OBTAINED AND •FURNISHED BUREAU.

¥ 'll
A V*?1

* '

-
-fr:

23
24^
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26
2*7

26 :-&*

29
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UlSiiJiJJ aiATES GOVERNMENT

w y ;• ;•• V •

FROM ;*C. ‘0KUTOM4 CITY (70-7U8)

x;Sx .o. •

XuLUM K. IttLB, E? AL
MOE INDIAN MJRIHSS

SsjORCH { CRIME RECORES )

Wna>nL»ta e/U*,20/53

r DATS: September 8j

7 * * \

( *) .

r>x ••:

#'

V- .frr. N * v
; _

- >•
•'

•. J,

• Thro"ugh the cooperation of-«MR. T. B. HALL., Superintendent, x f

Osage Indian Agency, Pawhuska, Oklahoma, photostatic copies of the ' £#
" resolutions commending Bureau agents and others for their investigation.^*- *

ind^subsequent prdsecutionof the above captioned murders were obtained

prior t<^the : meeting of the Osage Indian Tribal Council on September ’

7 ’ Ifc, 19S3^and are being forwarded as enclosures. ‘^C\
v

*
*
-j£

3^ LIZZIE Q. 6r LIZZIE KIIE had a daughter jiamed MINNIE. She •

_^^W oM^i^four daughters, namely, MINNIE, MOLLIE, ANNA and RITA.

- •-
. . . . _ ’ _ / — v • •

••

.

• •'&&&*.~%yBlIi SMBTH Ml identical with V. E. ( BILL ) SMITH who was

tit*- married*# R'irjL KILE SMITH, both of whom were murdered in March, 1923.
«•

'

,c"~ * *• ”^i.2 9 .fr'- • V','-
»r ’ . -v :

< LIZZIE $ ‘
(Osage allottee #282) was born in 181*9. She was / f?

W i- /^married ’to JIMMI NE-KAH-E-SEY (Osage allottee #281) who died March 18, •:

1 1913* IDiey had four daughters, MINNIE (Osage allottee #295) who was
..

t .

bom inl890j MOLLIE (Osage allottee#296) bom in 1687; ANNA (Osage
’ ‘

:

C/'

y :

'P ' allottee#258) bom 1896; and RITA (Osage allottee #29U) born in 1391. •

.

' Si'-';

r
*

: ^MINNIE married BILL (W. E.) SMITH sometime about 1912 (exact •
1

* r date not reflected on records) and died in September, 1916, ^SKITH -*Y ...
,

had formerly been married and had a daughter, ELIA. ROOERS. The
,

‘

,

*

; estate ’left by. MINNiE was probated one half to LIZZIE Q., her mother

the other half to W. E. SMITH. /
j^rrr^7n - -

'

"ANNA was murdered May 22, 1921 and her estate was probated

- to* lizzie, q. :

- /* ;fri&

LIZZIE Q. died July 17, 1921 and her estate was divided

^between RITA KILE SMITH and MOLLIE BURKHART, each receiving one half ^
RjS" A) 9hare • .

-
'

"T
c f'

:"PP"
0|;r

; g .. ^ .•-•• Jm

i
'"'.

-.d- -y/.

RITA KII£ SMITH married W. E. (BILL) SMITH in 1920. SMITH .

' >^ad formerly been married to MINNIE and had inherited one half of

estate. At V^time W. E. SMITH and RITA ovmed one half the
\j '0^-^

\v>; Relate of MINNIE aiA 'also^oribr ha^f the estate of LIZZIE Q. The other I

.

*

^

5A^\S.hlf\pf LIZZIE Qlp estaiiH was owned ty MOLLIE BURKHART. According to V *

t]Ttestimony takerl Vi^tTe probating the estate of W. E. and RITA

lfff~ they bee^©.worried and were of the opinion that someoi),^ 2.

'

&&:.&t 5 -•wwwu > r
:-

V.
'" «

\Zlhi
•Ik ti

^HfttCUL 1

^Tgncl* 12
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3 .1

-• -wf :
'

if* »*
‘ j&rfr'VJj

might attempt to uirder them and without anyone » s t knowledge had an
y/\* iat^ner 'draw a will, leaving one half their estate to ELTAROGERS,

t-

* P ‘-jitf < -
:§3^Ster if W.: EV'SMITH, and the other half -to GRACE BTGHEART, a ^4/

^PPS
* £vr*h# aifW of ’RITA, less five dollars which they bequeathed to

-~^4< " »Mj0g r

|W.rHART, sister' of- RITA. .This will was not coition knowledge
**^y‘* -

. ..,; »l^the data—ef--the' explosion which resulted in the death of RITA.

^ 1§23 and SMITH'S death '“March 1h 9 1923* If the will

-3 tfexisto

d

MOLLIE BURKAHRT would have inherited all the estate
i < the SHITIB After much litigation the court probated the. will, “ ii-M-

giving ELLA ROGERS one half, MOLLIE BURKHART one sixth, the GRACE

bS^4-\BB}HEART --estate one sixth and JOHN 5JGHEART JR*, one sixth* i>
J

1 7« o • y *•’.** ->' •/ ,’•
' »?*• c

:

*. v '
.

•' \
...
i* Tv-bj

§gm

22 *->>?

23.^

a- r • ' H*/:
^‘^The-.areatihat now ‘constitutes Osage County was purchased in

^•:'?l8?2 the United States Government ' from the Cherokee Nation for use

^ae a. reservation for the Osage Tribe, and during that year the Osares

;**. moved onto their reservation* The transaction Vas not completed,

* hoyever, until June Id, 1883, the date of the execution of the deed*
‘ The' price paid was $1,099,127 *dl, which is about ?0 cents an acre.

wJ ^’Same years" latpp ^he .bonuses and royalties from "ins oil leases on

?f-f "eaCh! of" the many- tracts of 160 acres’ within the reservation amounted
2

8

Jior'e^than twice^the purchase price of the entire reservation* >

29 ,l^p^^|^^o^'^-i)eriodl
::of:'aight years beginning in 1920, the average--- 4;^;;

p 'P' /annual
%
income of each member of the Osage Tribe exceeded the original

'

' •
f4v ‘ ••.

’

' -

>• /‘The Osage Indian Reservation was owned in common by the

** Vtribe for 3d years. Then, by an act of Congress approved June, 1906,
• ^the land^ included in the reservation was divided aicong the 2,229

^ rmembers / each receiving an allotment or 6>7 acres. The coal, gas,

^ >*
‘o53l and other minerals were reserved by this act to the Osage Tribe

3 ® ?
in^ common for a period -of 25 years .following April 6, 1906. This

W of ownertfhip in common has had- several exuensions, the last

S^jng by an act of Congress which advanced the date to April 8, 1953*

’•- *^.9'
*

^ 'Osage" Counter, the largest county in Oklahoma, containing

an area- of 1,U70,059 acres, is in the northeastern part of the State

adjoining the Kansas-Oklahoma line. The boundaries of this county

coincide wiun Loose ox Lne usage xnaiaji nesex-va.Lj.uii* -n* xa cc7v.v/

4-4 -vsquare miles in si»e, which is more than twice as large in area as

entire State of Rhode Island and nearly 250 square miles larger

tf^S^^V'than'' tihfi State of Delaware#'" .

?-•*•

'

: /
.

'
'

".«• .. . /*;.

j
j:Vv. •

f 44 '

58 -T*>

51 ,C
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r* ',*^>At the present time it contains the following towns:

huska. Pop. '6,500; Fairfax, pop. 2,300; Barnsdall, pop. 1,5( 10;

d^Tpp. 2,300; Shidler, pop. 800; Osage, pop. 500; Avant, pop.

ijTltynona, pppT 200; Burbank, pop.; 200; Webb City, pop. 200; and a
» . ^ i j_ \ i xi -ji„ i .• j x . _ r> m..-) >w«.
fnjOT ox xpe pouav uux uers on wo uxv; ua ui i lu.c» a. ,
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'At the time of the above captioned murders, the county was.

glancing aboora in the exploration and development of the oil and|||

' g«i fields and, there, were numerous towns and villages which are no v

' 2 3 ^longer in existence or are" at the present' time very small, consisting
^

*y4 ^^Jf'Post^Office/ store and railroad station with loading pens for -

14 I w?*^tock* -The following towns were in existence at that time:

16 Js Apperson* i •; Avant

City

Tfoolveriae * Vi r *
Y
- Bigheart * •

Barnsdal ,

1

l ^Toraker ,v .

"Osage
^

\ Tfl^mona ;
*

.
Bowing,

L

*
r

. »vr *!\

Burbank
Grainola ..

Pawhuska t
Cooper *,>

}fulah * 4

s^Tovns nofw nonexistent.
‘

A

*r %

26 :

;:£i

y\“

r

,£* v The* county has several ranches containing over 10,000 acres

_ and the raising of commercial beef cattle is a major agricultural

2

1

:^V ‘ industry* 'Th# £il .production has fallen from .the boom days but

2 - -several of the older fields are being water flooded and the recovery

thisjnethod will amount to as much oil as was originally r

^^l^taken -from the*"various pools . The "North Burbank pool in the Naval
'

:^yieserve lease is expected to produce ?5 million more barrels during-

^the'next'twentyyears •

a . y,i
V - There is enclosed with the photostatic copies of the above

/mentioned resolution, various material obtained from the Pawhuska

1«
v
W?- dT- Chanber of Commerce concerning Pawhuska and Os age County •
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,-^r ^vv’.yrr.T.TAM K^IE, FT AL,. OSAGE INDIAN MURDERS,- RESEARCH (CPUS RECORDS) • »
r'\

^^^^ REBaAIRTEL 9/U/53 , PROPER SPELLING OF GRAY HORSE IS TWO. WORDS# > 4jW
;P® ‘

.'oull HORSE WAS AN INDIAN COM'imiTT APPPOXIMATELI SIX VILES SOUTHEAST yx§PSI
’

CF FAIRFAX-, OKLAHOMA,. AT TIME OF. MURDERS. IT7#S A CROSSROADS ;f|Sl%
2

•
*"• » V . 5i r’-~

^ vJ".
' WHICH HAD ONE STORE THAT HAD FORMERLY BEEN AN INDIAN TRADING POST

:^§ALE, FT AL. OSAGE INDIAN MURDERS,- RESEARCH {CRIME RECORDS).
™ 9 •#

J

*£> •
-

V:]

r * _. .

27 ?

IN THE EARLY- days; AND FOUR OR FIVE HOUSES.
.

m
;;SR5 HAS r-EEM NO S^ORE

29:^ r -V THERE FOR ABOUT TEN YEARS, BUT THE 'COMMUNITY IS STILL KNaVN AS
30 U ^
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14 7 it tacked <a o six-paye memorandum concerning the Osage
4 Indian murder cases which you requested. Emphases have been placed

la i°* dramatical highlights of the Bureau's investigation in these
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OSA&F ItiDIAM MURDER CASES *'•*%$: '
*
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}
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?
- The investigation of the brutal Osage Indian *artSe$^l

^rm&ich occurred . in the early twentieth'' century was one of
13 > 3' ./' mo* t complicated, and difficult investigations ever conductedjwg
14 ~? V ?% the WI. Xuet prior to initiation of the FBI's~ investigation,ft
15 T. \ “» -nearly two dozen Osage Indians died under suspicious circumstance9*

16 X!. -

nearly two dozen Osage
The entire' Osage Indian tribe, as well as the white citizens of
Osage County, Oklahoma, were Horror-stricken and in fear for
their Lives* ^ »

cts
**'" ’

%
'

i*

• •
•: : -oV •'

\
' •

.m

47 .

.4
•

The tribal council passed a resolution requesting ths^

aid of the Federal Government in solving these murders, and
investigative machine went into action

*

; •
.

.

' y f
Jp June, 1906, the Federal 'Government enacted a ' lam-3

under which the 2,229 members of the Osage tribe were to receive 3
an equal number of shares known as head rights . The Osage Indian

' Reservatio#i\which is identical with Qsage County , Oklahoma, con^
eists of a million and a half acres of Indian allotted land * ; An,Q

: ^

Deage Indian born after passage of this act would inherit only hik
)

-

proportionate share of his ancestor's head rights • Oil was later!. -

discovered on the Osage reservation, and overnight the Osage tribe
became the wealthiest people per capita in the world

*

- •>

Among the many adventurous prospectors and other whiteff
men who drifted into the Osage territory was a man whose desire 3
for riches and power was devoid of scruple - William Z* Bale, latet
dubbed "Zing of the Osage," who was a cowpuncher from Texas* He '"if

became immensely
.
wealthy through his dealing with the Osage Ind Uin?

and eventually became a millionaire • Hale's nephews , Ernest and*-*

Bryan Burkhart , who either came with Hale to Osage or joined him v

later . were employed by Bale and completely dominated by him* .
• ^

•
.

i- •
:

•••

, \
Lizzie Q, otherwise known as Lizzie Kile , was an Osage

squaw who in 1920 was already old and in poor health * Lizzie Q*$
estate approximated $200,000 * She had three daughters, Annat lSoil

and Rita * Anna was a notorious character who had had several affa
with white men from time to time, and she was formerly married to

one Odie Brown* In 1920 Anna's estate approximated #100,000+
Anna had been somewhat intimate with at least one of the Burkhart

* boys but apparently she was too notorious for even the Burkharts 1 1

ntract a formal marriage ; however, Anna had money and the ptpk-e

9 large • Rita married one William E. Smith

,

a white m

a

./£h
_

^

om she lived up to the time of her death • Mollie became vho

fe of Ernest Burkhart, bale's nephew . Mollie appears to hctre

>en the intended means of drawing to Hale, through the BurkfUrts,
tRe assets of the entire family*

~4o33- Sp i
,, 'L --- ;*E
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.

~
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.
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In 1920 T.izzte Q, the aged mother, woe brought to Errte*t
tit-

home where she lived with her daughter Moll ie and her^sgMr^f^
She was the second of the family taken directly under ti

’ale in the general scheme . Early in 1921 Lizzie Q deve,

whioh very evidently would result in her death . She ha «

o MJte a will, leaving the bulk of her estate to Ernest
0 toife and children

.

But tftare were even higher stakes
the old woman should outlive Anna Brown, then, under the ;

of the State, Lizzie Q
ls fortune would be increased by half of Anna

Brownes estate. However, if Anna should outlive her mother, the greater
part of her fortune would be diverted to collaterals •

1
I

/ vV* On May 27, 1921, a hunting party found the body of Anna Brotmf
~a*,ravine about three miles from Fairfax, Oklahoma . She had apparently

een dead for five' hi* six days, and a bullet hole was discovered in
ci of her badly decomposed and swollen head.

tjsf Anna *s
At Anna 9

estate.
a death the estate
The1 next expected

of Lizzie Q was augmented by
happening .occurred two mon

half$

Anna Brown's death when Lizzie Q passed away at the home of her
ihs after:?-,

daughter.
Mollie Burkhart, the wife of Ernest Burkhart . Lizzie Q's estate plus
half of Anna Brown fs, estate therefore passed *n bulk to the Burkharts.

After Anna Brown's death, an investigation was immediately
V,

started and her brother-in-law, William E. Smith, was the most activ&4&
the family in pursuing the investigation • Both he and his
very outspoken in their belief that N. K. Hale and his

nephews were responsible for the murder . Bryan Burkhart was arrested
and charged with the murder of Anna Brown in -the state courts ; however

,

he was acquitted.

winter of
12 *>*re

ft
1
-

•

*y,i: ‘ * Anna Brown had a cousin, a picturesque full-blooded Osage
Jndian named Henry Roan. In January, 1923, Roan was living with his
wife Mary, also a full-blooded Osage, and their children at Fairfax, t
Oklahoma. On February 6, 1923, an Indian boy found an automobile in a?
rocky swale a few miles northwest of Fairfax. On the front sect fZdS
the body of Henry Roan—a bullet hole in his head.

$25,000
Shortly after Roan's death. Hale presented for payment a

insurance policy on the life on Henry Roan.

B

>
r 1 William E. Smith, the husband of Rita and the brother-in-law

lof Anna Brown, was living in a comfortable home with, his wife and o
white servant girl named Nettie Brookshire . Smith had continued his
active * investigation of the murder of Anna Brown and had a bitter
altercation with Bple, due not only to hi3 letting it be known that he.
had evimence involving Hale in the murder of Anna, but also be.edusi Tie

demands| that Hale jay him $6,000 he allegedly owed him. On March* Ifr,

ss than two months after Henry Roan's body was found , Smith.*# t*y
Fairfax too* demolished by an explosion . His wife, Rita, aft#

^

ir 1^-year-old white servant, Nettie Brookshire, were hilled instantly

- 2 -
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S' „‘;t^etr^feodie« being ^1 own* asunder* Smith himself was rescued frest
7' debris sued lingered for *about four days when he died** Before h0^fae^id^- .-

5 v; away htMmade a dying declaration that the only enemies he had

9 world «oa ho oould suspect of blowing up his home were Sale c rM
££> .%'<* Ifite*- v

After the passing of Rita Smith , the only member of Lt
remaining was Mollie Burkhart, Ernestos wife • J» additions# ~

14 wiping out Smith 's #6,000 claim against Hale and eliminating a mam
1$ ^anxious to see the Hale-Burkhart faction brought to Justice, this triple
16 iwrder was calculated to further enrich the Ernest Burkhart family by
17 * approximately $150,000 from the estate of Rita Smith, since Mollie
igV3tt r frftari was Rita 1s only surviving .sister* However, this had been cir-
^^huwented by a Joint will made by Rita and her husband under which the
2Q^

!0nsirvivor of the two'' was to acquire the estate of the first to die.

2 iy*&ince Smith survived Rita by approximately four days all of the propsftjjwV'f
22 passed to him and, at his death, to a daughter of Smith's by a former
23 *ari?iape,- a girl living in Arkansas unknown to Hale and the BurkhdFtaJfv

'

:
'
1'

7aWM* * •
* ... 4

• ••X.*.
*jr •, V

’
*• ' * * .. • '

. - »>•»* ^*y -

25 - v Xfte FBI entered the investigation of these brutal murders /tn

2$ 1923 and spent years of painstaking investigation in unraveling the
27 fmystery and gathering from all parts of the .country the necessary j

in^evidence to convict tne guilty parties , Special Agents, carefully •

29 "^selected because of their knowledge of Indian and frontier life, drove V
30

Klfhpusands of miles through the oil fields day and night in the heat,'*:-*'
"

11
:$coid, rain, snow and mud in running out innumerable leads , many of

32 which were designed to confuse them and throw them off the trail of
33 the true perpetrators*

34 *:-
;

Private detectives , many of whom were hired by the murderers
36 themselves to frustrate the investigation , had spent many months on

37.:Jthe ‘cases, interviewing numerous persons many times*

3 g ^
i

35 > To overcome some of the obstacles with which they were faced,"
: some of the Agents assumed undercover capacities including an Insurance

33 _ salesman , an Indian "medicine man, 19 a cattleman, a prospector and. a
;

'plain Texas cowboy. The lives of the Agents investigating these *

33 2s rs
e constantly in danger since the area abounded with robbers.

35 •£> FBI investigations revealed that William JT* Hale, a millionairr

35 rancher, was the mastermind behind the murders which were further
47 [designed to augment his wealth*

48 &,&* ? .
r -

Z**' :
'* >

' Investigations revealed that on the night of her murder,

.q Anna had been plied with liquor by Kelsey Morrison, a neat-appsaring
white mdn of very fad reputation, and Bryan Burkhart , who were accpmpanit

.
by Mo rr\son's Osage wife* They drove by the ranch house of ffilliam \*V

53
ifaje wftw pace Morri&on a ,32 caliber automatic pistol to kill Anr.a\ •

^4 * ffom HaMe'e house the party drove to within a few hundred feet of where

55
later found, and while Bryan Burkhart held the drunken£khna.

*o;>

%t-rT
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-
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6*. Ciforriton efcci fcer t hrougJi the back of the head* Morrison 1 aier\ act
: that he^Mad murdered Anna at the instigation of Hale* : Morrison-###^
* to them faeta at Bale 's trial and was corroborated by his wif* >

hnr,-*-7«a«# mhn J» +.n +.mri ft»nm +.h* m±+.n* st p R+.nnri. •hhn.'k ho <tnm
‘

'.****&?
.

********* « *», 'w w 'v- W » *'*" "' v “ * * ''w" r̂ **" ' "*

nura^rS delivering whisky ordered by Morrison and Burknar^M̂ ^&J

?

>'r.K/ •
'

*
* .*

£
:'$%*^Agents learned that Sale had hired John Ramsey , a SO-yeir*b$A>s

13 bootlegger and typical rough type western criminal, to murder B*ti¥y'RQ&&'
14 pSalethought Ramsey a 9500 Ford cor prior to the Roan murder as part pay?
15 Jwtent^for the deed and paid him $1,000 in cash after the murder had 'bywM'?

*r -e\

16 - c6mmitrted.
'

-
..

•

*
‘ Pf,...

'
'

X 8 **.*-.. John Ramsey did not even’ know Roan* a name when he mu rder^Af^^^s,
but had simply, .had Roan pointed out to him on the , streets of

20 ^EBsirfax, Oklahoma, as the Indian Sale wanted killed . Ramsey made
2 1 %fr iends with Roan through Roan 's fondness for whisky and took him ou^5#V|
2 2 an several occasions, ostensibly to furnish him liquor but in real
23 to murder him• Upon Keach occasion, Ramsey lost his nerve, but an
24 ?January 26, 192Sr he persuaded Roan to drive 'to the bottom of a cdnyoiii^^^
25 ‘ Sere he^shot Roan through the back of the head with a .45 caliber

.

2S pistol. Hale later expressed anger that Ramsey had shot Roan in the
2~*: back *of the heady 's\irice it had been planned to make it appear that RdanTp*
IR^oommitted suicide . Sale was a self-appointed pallbearer at Roan's*-
29?Juneral, and Ramsey, upon viewing the body, pretended to be deeply' w«^£j|
lO-’taffected. •

.

-^SP*
*+% : ..

"5 O *Ph G Pfl Z' ^ O Cl/ V*r rtl / H W 1 H n A «m A %• *\ -P D r\ f I n ir w a ^ ? ‘-F>- •"

; * »re Jw vv vu r » vuf»u vr»g (au / uc > UJ i fc Ui* tb USC / C 2 ;,vv.

21 t/ie con/c«e<oos o/ Ramsey and Ernest Burkhart who was present at'.??
34 ^ <all negotiations relative to the murder.
35fe| * •

”

#
Investigation reueaied that Hale hired John Ramsey and

3ifJAsa "Ace" Kirby to murder William E. Smith and his wife. Ernest
t ,

38 ‘'Burkhart, acting under. instructions from his uncle, pointed out Smith
39 house to Ramsey and Kirby and sought Ramsey out to tell him when
40 Smiths should be murdered.
41 . v

42 Agents learned that a five-gallon keg of nitroglycerin hadj-i^p.b?
43 been placed under the Smith residence and ignited. ? >

' P :/fi'-i

45 •- Agents also learned that Hale had attempted to hire A1 p ^
46 Spenjcer, the notorious outlaw, to kill the Smiths, but Spencer declined9
4 *> saying that he had no compunction at robbing a train or blowing a

46 wafe and killing individuals in the course of such crimes , but he
49 had not sunk so low as to murder helpless individuals for money. v^v:'K

$9 After Spencer's refusal. Hale attempted to hire other criminals tp
51 murder

j
ttlliam Smith and his wife, but all refused.

52*,v/5 • I -

. .

* 0^m§-
53 "*r.‘ -1 After the-^mith massacre. Hale became afraid that Kirby
^4*

: w%tyld, wlfre known Hale's connection with the murders . Accordingly,
1. . ’ n J . J ir^-L.

}3j i/w /Pragueu &.*ruy iy uuueaipn cne roooery oj a grocery score wnere \jie u

«ip!
-i:v-

'

;
;
:' v-:=

-4-

r

,

:
ZWC. - a.' w 'j-.-.v .i -,i ,

>wj
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c c.

would allegedly find valuable pens# The owner tof the store isas

exact hour of the contemplated robbery
f
andturn $

rirhj*** w ' v r

witters
yttnese.

rmed of the
CS4 entrance into the store through
ral shotgun blasts resulting in his

#

0 could have implicated Sale and his associates

window f he wo s

death • Thus, ana
was

m
3%:

tn
.

d
o 1*<p

Ernest

#-

Burkhart proved to be the weak link in the Bale
organisation and was the first to confess . Burkhart was a weak~ f

:

wtlle^ individual completely dominated by Sale and would not hesitate
£pf do anything his uncle desired • When John Ramsey learned how much
Vuidence the FBI Agents had compile4* he too made a complete confession

his part in the murders • fi-

;Vt
' In addition to the solution of the murders, Agents diseofe'redt

Yhat.Mollie Burkhart, Ernest's fullblooded Osage wife, was dying from
what was believed to be slow poisoning • It is an established fact
that when she was removed from, the control pf 3urkhart arid Bale, she
immediately regained her health • At MolliJfp^death, Ernest S^rkhari, g
^Bale's i\ephew, would have acquired the entire fortune of the lizzie Q;:

family •.
?

* Bale ' s^iawyers employed every devi'ce, legal and illegal,
zto obtain their clients freedom* Defense wiinesses committed
^-perjury, and many of the prosecution's witnesses were intimidated
f^and threatened • Many individuals subsequently received sentences
for their perjury as a result of FBI investigations «

' -CV-

William JT. Bale and
twice in the Federal District
the Federal District Court at
in the Federal District Court

John Ramsey were tried four times -
Court at Guthrie, Oklahoma, once in
Oklahoma City , Oklahoma, and once
at Pawhuska, Oklahoma . They were

32
33
34
35
n
38
39
40

42./!^
43 over which the United States had no jurisdiction . Ernest Burkhart

t

received life imprisonment for his part in the murder of William j?*

Smith and family • Kelsey Morrison was given life imprisonment for

jconvicted and sentenced to life imprisonment in the Federal
Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas , for the murder of Henry
.The United States Had jurisdiction only over the place where
Roan was murdered •

Roan

,

Henry

Other sentences were imposed in the state courts for murder

44
45
46
4^

48
49
50
51
52
53

the murder of Anna Brown • Bryan Burkhart
in state court and was never convicted .

turned state's evidence

connect
the per\

• doctor
hypoder\

>5 ***

Information obtained by an FBI Agent indicated that in
>n with the Aysterious deaths of a large number of Indians

fetrators of the crime would get an Indian drunk, have a
ramine him, pronounce him intoxicated and give him a

tic injectiorr of morphine •
* After the doctor departed, the

- 5 -
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? m
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c aano members would inject an enormous amount of morphine under

z armpit of the drunken Indian which would result in his death . fm'"

; doctor's certificate would subsequently read, "Death from alcohol**/;
Jp§|.

g
poisonirt?

.
:

? . rr M 1^ 4* case established the need /or a pioneering effo
-? * Caned • fcr<np te law en/orcement all the scientific aids wh tch

;

"t'Xater ,*elr* haye been o/ «o much assistance to the FBI in it*
*

Tt^fttueeftyStJone. ...
^ ' Jn the so-called autopsy, for example, of Anna Brown 9s bodyf ,.^-

7-' which woe discovered five or six days after her death on May 87, 1981,.

*tt tea# reported that no bullet was discovered. Similarly, no evidence

was preserved in many of the other deaths prior to the FBI's entry
.

.

the case./ .

•

'

’ >

case alonp with others pointed to the need of applying

science to crime detection which was accomplished with the establishment:^?

£%f the WX Xaboratprp in 1938. •

&
# •

3 jj
I -&1

apon the *uoce*s/u2 conclusion o/ the
v
cases apainst £d2*

25 and Ramsey and the other individuals involved in the murders, the

Osage Indians, through their tribal council, passed resolutions
21

which are enrolled *n the records of the tribe. These resolutions
2B express appreciation for the great service rendered by Agents of
2 * the Federal Bureau of Investigation in breaking up the vicious

Murder ring which had been preying upon the Osage tribe for years •

3 I*-,
'j -

32
33 '

34
35 . *\

34^, .

38 : U
«’
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...With reference to your memoranda of August 4 and 10, 1954, £

^^^gjbnceruing theJfSsa^e*.Indian Murder Cases, it is noted that some of the principal ^
20*^^gubjects are out of jail and still alive. In the event this material is used, Mr.^
^ Tolson has expressed the view that very careful consideration must be given

**3 utili zing actual names of any principals or so identifying them in any '* ay ; .

.j|jj

24 that we may be subjected to a libel suit by the principals. We should keep

25 this in mind in the event any articles or motion picture films are made on
2S .v*

this case. " s*
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' ‘ Tou r*9 u* s ^e<i additional information regarding .fw

16
' scientific crime detection and status of principal •!

^
*’

/" subjects to supplement a siM-page memorandum dated

11 August 4, 1954, on this subject* Accordingly, the \

’
• attached is submitted. -
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S > Anna Brown r5 body zoas discovered on May 27, 1221.

Jt $** con ci acted that she had been dead /ive or sir days,

^ The^trpollcd autopsy was performed by local doctors and

^ the$burial was by a local undertaker. The doctors and the
PSL

-undertaker were allegedly tied in with the Osage outlaws •
*

It was denied that a bullet was ever discovered by~ these
*

' individuals *
' •'

*' Eenry Roan's body was focated February 6, 1923 .

Officers ,
surmised that he had been dead approximately ten

W£days.r :A local yyquest was heldbut no pertinent evidence
was developed.
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The Smith massacre occurred on March 10, 1923. A
chemist from Oklahoma A. A M. was called- y» to conduct an
examination of , the Smith premises . ThiA investigation
concluded that a large quantity of TNT or nitroglycerin
had been placed under the house . This information later
proved of valve^when questioning suspects.

. .
*

" 4 * * „„

* ' *

.
j The Osage Tribal Council in March, 1923, requested

. the services of the Department of Justice in this matter.
* The FBI, then called the Bureau of Investigation, enterec
the case after it was determined that the United States had
Jurisdiction over the place where Eenry Roan was killed.

, \ ~ This case and similar cases demonstrated the need
for scientific aids in crime detection which led to the
establishment of the FBI Laboratory in 1932
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•Jjj -*fe William K. Hale, John Ramsey, Ernest Burkhart
Z* Morrison each received sentences of li fe impris. -

r:^«1pp^
•* eMA^r in Federal or state courts for their participation

[

Osage Indian murders • Available information indicates

J fallowing: y :
•

'

. W^^M.
A ’ :4^\ -

* *

*V jyale was paroled in July, 1947 • Be was / 1*ape rpr i »t tfd ,Afr J:...-:

r*in Phoenix, Arizona in August, 1962, during a convict registrar,^;V
15 4^1-i 1%in Phoenix, Arizona in August, 1962, during a convict registrar

ti on.
'

-**; ™ on * - ' +-
*‘M*4j*

.

* .*>-
•

. * *. . .. .

M%j#.
> '*

* John Ramsey was paroled from the United States
\ Penitentiary* -Leavenworth, Kansas, in November, 1947, after
pv>’ which he began residing with a son in Idaho. In 1949, he<y.

: V- complained to his probation off icer because his name had
been used in a comic book entitled f,Steve Sounder sy Special

tr- Agent n which' ioasi published by True Comtes.
Ss * .

•• * *

ii-
• •

'

TcS.-V-y •*.

a-' i
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39
40 :a

42/xSfe^
43
44 : r^*';
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a a * Sr- •

\ • Kelsey Morrison was paroled in 1931 . Subsequently,
he was convicted for violation of the National Prohibit i on -t.

’Act and received, a four-year sentence •• Jn 1936 , he was
* ditionally released from prison, and irf May, 1937, he was -r

killed in a gun battle with police officers in Fairfax,

:?
Oklahoma . .

Ernest Burkhart was confined to the Oklahoma State
Penitentiary in McAlester, Oklahoma, from which he was paroled "yy>
in 1937. In April, 1941 , charged with 'theft in Federal .,-•

District Court, Northern District of Oklahoma, he was fy.y.d
. sentenced to serve seven years at the Federal Penitentiary, '•

Atlanta, Georgia. He was conditionally released in August, 1346
- . *
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THOMAS B. ViHT’.’E, SR.

FORMER SPECIAL AGENT
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF PARDONS AND PAROLES
AUSTIN, TEXAS
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• hi •'* As you requested, this is a summary of pertinent
information concerning Thomas B. White, Sr. In a letter to

the Director dated September 3, 195U, White indicated that

.
he expected to attend the American Prison Association Con- *

mention in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, whicrn will be held

jfrora October 22, through October 29, 195U* Yi/hit£ statea that

hfe hoped to stop by and see the Director after toe convention
on his return triD to Texas. By letter dated Jontenber 9,

19Sh, the Director wrote White that he looked forward to seeing

him in Washington in October. In response to Y/hite f s tpoiry

about the story 61* the Osage Indian murder cases being filmed
and his offer to affora information about the cases, the Director
wrote that he had no Knowledge that a definite decision nad been
reached to make such a film but that he would bear V/hite in mine

if definite plans concerning the picture should be call'd to his
attention. In the event tin t the Director snoula care to review
the facts in this case, memoranda concerning the case ana the

present status of the principal subjects of the Osaw e Indian

“murder case are attached.

r

White EOD with the Bureau as a Special .-.gent on

August lj>, 1917, when nc was thirty-six years ago, a.iu

resigned lurch 6, iy2 7 , at which tine no was acting as .wrdon

.at the United States Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, His

record of service with the Bureau was gooc, ana nc* uas been very

cooperative with Bureau Agents since his resignation, white has

had extensive experience as a prison warden, anu on Larch 1, .

1951 , he retired from the position as warden of the Feueral ^
correctional Institute at La Tuna, Texas, at the present time,

ttr. white' is chairman of the Board of Pardons and Paroles, State

of. Texas, Austin, Texas. His son, Thomas Bruce unite, Jr., is

~
<, a *• *;

, anu no ::as oeon very '-4.

esignation. white has /\
n, anu on Larch 1, / /
en of the Feueral *
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to Hr. Nic* >Is *

S'pecial ^ent assigned to the EX Faso Division, having

itered on auty as an Age^ on November 6, 1935’. Bufiles

_ ‘reflect a great deal of vary cordial correspondence with

^ White/ and since his retirement his r elationship v/itn the

Bureau has been most favorable# (67—X-7X2, 9U—h—0190,
" 67-12381*9)/

RECO>.aOTD,wTION:

That*if the Director's, commitments allow, he see

Ifr. >Thite on the occasion of his contenplated visit to the

Bureau after the convention of the American Prison Association

on October 29* 195>b. - „
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. X.
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Allowing message via AIR TEL

Date: VU/5& ' .

r

"•V*
•’'

is

4VJ i

DP*. >v.
*V

AIR MAIL

Eps-p
f..V* v

^k
,

"(Priority or Method of Mailing)

,C,. Phoenix V . , 'w
^-Director, -LI and SAC, Butte’

" .*•• .X.
• '•*'*

5$ ...

sTM
&

> *

0
PERSONAL ATTENTION
MR. L. B. NICHOLS,

17 * VI WILLIAM KING HALE
‘.o- «»,.ifTSC. - .INt’ORKATION CONCERNING

ti
-

'

t

BuDhoneeall . ek/l 3/^6. ///*-
,-v*

Assistant to the Director'' v
.

’ tJ i-*i

u\

i »

-

3*/l3/56 .. /^

^ .‘L^ PhQahlx PD record C 212>0 reflects registration of WILLIAM
‘ Ji0SsvXING^HALE as ex-convict in 1952, he having, served tine f-r<n T A rfT»antrAvi 4-Vs trim e , , .

(S

. .5} .

", 4. r

Tt

•\*f.

in Leavenworth Penitentiary, HALE was described as
78 ye’ars in 195?# born Greenville, Texas. His address in

r'7

A / ‘ « -J"
—^ » A A* — » w v«* > AAiv , AWJVtao. rx.Ak> C.UUX XU

n?lS:1v3 w^3 shown/ps 120 East Ocotillo Road, Phoenix, which is
>“* A. COHEN, oilman. .

* VPr® text call tu mai^ 1- - a +. nrjlEM- wa at n An i

P

i;f rrrj;i nori HALE, *0

3M<

• .<

&I?ow years of age and in good health, presently residir
•’€ J 1. r\r\ rr«« ^ n j 4. « r . a... . . /_ ^

Iz^kl ^00> •

b.be11 Street, Miles City, Montana, c/o ROY DSRENBERGER^Pv ;/7

:r ^ or.-- information Butte, Assistant to the Director I. ICIiOLS

'>/.-

....
• requested very discreet determination of wlsreabouts and

&ePJ(

ral activities’ of HALE who was one of ringleaders
in the^*0 s age Indi an C n s e

s

f investigated by the Bureau in theV
%
1920' 1 s. ,BETTE discreetly confirm HALE T s whereabouts and

^ d'etermine ^in general what he is doing now and advise Bureau
3 ^\Vrr :

by airtel 'addressed to the personal attention ?/ I-ir. NICHOLS.
*•0 -td *. .

dm

3 3ureau
52 -'Butte

-'Phoenix (80-0)

£%~ 6 033 -$*- &
. I

50,. f
51~ T

^VL/ble 1
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE *

AIRTEL
following message to; BUREAU

IRECTOR, FBI

$AC,' BUTTE
<5>

WILLIAM XING HALE
* INFORMATION,CQNC

.^.Se-'ifaoenlx a

PERSONAL ATTENTION
rMr. L. B. NICHOLS,
.. Assistant to the Director

ING..-.

el to Bureau and Butte, 4/l4/56 .

P; United States Commissioner and Police Jud-g®,

*S33Bfc

RALPH. W. -wr
,

uri,ibeu ooaoes uommissxener ana ronce oucgs, ’7WW3
Miles Cray* Montana, on May 2, 1956, advised SA DANIEL A.
'CURNWthat he is acquainted with WILLIAM KING HALE^^_'..
BillyMiale

,
the subject of the Bureau case once recounted"" "r

in dWBirtiVb foagazine as the "FBI’s Strangest Case".
. -LOOP^ said that he was reared In the vicinity of Carnegie, :

?i

#^ Oklahoma , n$arjihe place where HALE operated and that he
on occasions ha% discussed old times in the State of Okla-
homa withr^itALEs© LOOP said that HALE arrived in Miles City,

*

MontanaJJarga about four to five years ago and was firsl
employed! on^a Hnch owned by BENNY BINION, now a Federal
prisoner as;

a

result of conviction for Federal income tax

% £*

’tiy i

WW is lucaueu nurun ox doraan, i
vionuana,

3
-J

• in Garfields Codnty . HALE was employed for about one year
evasion'^^TSis^ranch is located north of Jordan, Montana,

St.

;*#

Afi

f» JRshwasher in the Range Riders’ Bar and Cafe, Miles City,

W*\,

* on this ’ ran$h .^ a
•Jw

lontana, owned and operated by DOLA N. WILSON. I OOP
'
; ^X A/

adyi sed that HALE was periodically employed at this establish#
' ment until the fall of 1955* during which time HALE was a

.low employee of PAUL DAVIS, whom LOOP describes as a
1

ler prison mate of HALE at the U. S. Penitentiary,
.eavenworth, Kansas, having been convicted of the crime of
iurder.^DAVlS is presently employed at the Red Rock Village*
a 'motor-restaurant-drive inn combination e&st of Miles City.

fter termination of this employment, HALS worked ag a
-if

;-v3fe

9

, employed as a real estate salesman for Hatch Real Estate
cy. Miles" City, Montana, sa£d that HALE has attempted
ersuade some wealthy per

1-tareau -
- op

A?:re ^ ^
X&lP

from around Kansas City, 1

SOT '®i J

Sent

*^ ~
f' . * - .. —
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•-
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RE: WILLIAM KING HALE 6/5/56 .

INFORMATION CONCERNING .. ~'M

V* '•* :

f
-

• * •*

4 ..'

9 - /. - J

-

14 yfo

- >1 .; -

DIRECTOR , FBI

ll SAC, BUTTE
¥ /iff-.

jj§^'4 .Missouri, to ^purchase a ranch in the vicinity of Miles ClfcjTyjj^SH
W:^Jkmtana , but' was-unsuccessful.

.

"

1-7-

*

¥:*£-
* ?r

22, ’if
r

2ljjjjfcv

24p^
25^1 ;-

26^-:
27 ^r*
•28pC'^
29 V ”

*

32 '4 1 i

"LOOP said HALE lives with a family by the name of DEREMBURGffi -v

^ in Miles City with whom he apparently became acquainted while •

: ' working .on the BINION ranch , as some members of the DEREMBURGER >1

^family reside in the vicinity- of Jordan, Montana.

Mrs. HOT WATSON, 815 North 5th Street, Miles City, Montana/
' - !

‘K on May 8, 1956, advised SA CURNAN that HALE lives with ROI.^I^pS
- DERH4BURGER and family at LOO Hubbel Street, Miles -City. ^OftSg?

:
r' Mrs. WATSON skid, that ROT DEREMBURGERr presently is employed v

'

/'fSrS
X at the tJ. S.- Range Livestock Experimental' Station, Fort

/ Keogh, Miles City, Montana. WATSON said that HALE occasionally.^/'''
* takes trips to the State of Texas accompanied by Mrs. EOT
r 'DEREMBURGER.' ' - :.

• ' -•

. On May 18, 1956, CHARLES WILSON, bartender, Range Riders*
. MrllPii

Bar and Cafe, son of DOLA N. WILSON, advised that the employ-
meat records of his establishment reflect that BILLY HALE, ••/

...

SSN 516-40-2273, began his employment as a dishwasher on '

V: ' :

feSS;S
33 ;"Vy/

_

April 1, 1954, and terminated his employment on December 15,

35«M ,1955* CHARLES WILSON advised that the 'records indicate that
HALE was periodically employed during this time.

The Butte Division will immediately furnish to the Bureau
any pertinent information concerning the activities of HALE.

*W&?4
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{ Office -Memorandum • united states govermm^i>^-
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• >Vr •

* TO > Mr. Nichols**
'

* f date: Novembers, J
fi - ' M A > * Wi

to i Mr, Nicholi

Jonesnu>>c-*i

] \ SfUBraqj:^T^tiltow X. ifole

J J
Ak\

. A*. - . ^ -'V •

*’ \\> .

1 D
*** ^

There are attache? excerpts concerning the above-

captioned case taken from f,The FBI Story, A Report to the People," -
.

by Don Whitehead published by Random House, 1956. These excerpts *

£*\ tare from page<s) 1 13-1 16. 336 of the book.
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The full text of the book m^y be found in the FBI Library.
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BANKER WILLIAM K. HALE returned from the annual

Texas Fat Cattle Show to find his home town of Fairfax, Oklahoma,!

gripped by excitement . . . and fear.

As he walked up Main Street from the railway station, his friends

stopped him to tell him the news. Their stories were confused, but. he

gathered that while he was in Fort Worth, an explosion had literally

rocked the town. A few people wjjo happened to be up and about at

three o’clock that morning had seen a sheet of flames engulf the Bill

- Smith home—and that came die blast that ripped the big house apart.

Killed Rita and the maid and Bill’s dying . . . blew ’em to

hell and gone . . . not much left of the house but a pile of kindlin’

wood.” Some people recalled hearing an automobile race through the

town a few minutes before the explosion. No one could describe the

car or drive*. T . X
Despite the confusion. Hale knew what it was. It' was murder. The

banker stopped to talk with his friend, the mayor, and discuss the ter-

rible tiling that had happened.

Hale left the mayor’s office and walked on bp the street, thinking

of Bill Smith. He had known Bill and his wife, Rita, for years. They

had lived out in the country until recently, when they decided to move
into town. Rita’s sister, Mollie, was married to one of Hale’s nephews.

So there really was a distant family relationship.

Banker Hale still had the Smith murders on his mind a few days

later when he sent for Asa Kirby, who frequently did odd jobs for him.

The two men talked for a while and then Kirby left the Hale house.

Later, Hale strolled downtown. He entered one of the Main Street

stores and chatted confidentially with the proprietor. There was talk

around town that the storekeeper had a valuable collection of dia-

monds in his safe.

That night the merchant didn’t go home. He locked himself in the

store and waited with a shotgun in his hands. It was about 2:30 a.m.

when he heard the rear window of the store being pried open. And
then a dark figure was framed in the window.

The shotgun roared, blasting “Ace” Kirby out of the window, mor-

^tally wounded. Dead men tell no tales—and Kirby would never be able

to name the man who bad paid him and a companion to blow up the

home of Bill Smith.

That was Osage County, Oklahoma, in March, 1923, a dark an

bloody hunting ground if ever there was one; and the craftiest hunter

• i- Jfei-

1

;

;

n

- r

Page 113 of ”The F3I Story, .Wn-
A Report to the People " by^
Lon Whitehead -

•

$

\S) - •

SHGDCsmr



,^ : . >*..

S'

1-

•4?V

c
A •3ww

• &i<3

of them ail in tills oil-and-Indian kingdom was vfilliam K. |Ub>

banker, cattleman, merchant, politician and killer-by-proxy.

Throughout the Roaring Twenties there was no stranger case thanl

tjiat of Hale, who became known as “King of the Osage HiHs.** I

For twenty years, Bill Hale was a power above the law in Osage*

County, growing rich from frauds and murders planned behind a front

of respectability. He didn’t kill with his own hands. He hired his kill-

ers. If anyone talked too much . . . well, there were ways to shut him

up. Nobody had ever proved that Bill Hale had done anything wrong.

Before the turn of the century. Bill Hale had left his family’s ranch

near Greenville, Texas, and drifted into the “bandit hills” of Osage

County. This was rough, broken country where outlaws hid in the ra-

vines and paves, safe from pursuit until they were ready to ride again.

Hale had no trouble making friends.

He lived in a tent for a time, scratching out a living by trading with

the Indians. Curiously, when an Indian reported some of his cattle

missing In onp part of the county, Hale would^urn up in another part

with quantities of fresh meat for sale. v

One day Hale went to collect a small bill from an Indian customer,

only to find the man had just died. This wasn’t misfortune for Hale

—

it was opportunity knocking for the first time.

Hale saw a lawyer and arranged to have a lien filed against almost

everything the Indian had owned, including land, cattle and household

possessions. It was sheer robbery, and the Indian’s relatives prepared

to fight the claim. But out of the badlands came Hale’s friends to swear

the Indian rightfully owed Hale the money. Yes, sir, they had heard

Bill Hale plenty of times demanding payment from the Indian. More-

over, the Indian had acknowledged the debt. There wasn’t a shied of

documentary proof to support the claim, but Hale won his case.

After that it was easy. Rarely did an Indian die that there wasn’t

a claim of some kind against his property, filed either by Hale or by

some other white man.

Then came the deluge of wealth for Osage County. Drillers struck

oil and almost overnight the Osage Indians became the richest people

per capita on earth. By reason of the “head rights” granted by the fed-

eral government to some 2,200 full-blooded Osage Indians, they were

eligible to share the royalties paid on each gallon of oil pumped from

their reservation. And there were the bonuses, too, from the lease sales.

When an Osage died, his “head right” was passed on to his heirs. In

this manner some Indians had more than one share in the tribe's

led income.

Suddenly these Indians who had lived in poverty were fabulously

wealthy. TCiey bought huge houses and then spent most of their
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'in tents in the back yard. Grocery biSs of more than $1,000 a month

for one family were not uncommon. They vied with each^ther to aejk

i

who could get the large# car. One Indian went to Oklahoma City and T
bought a new, slimy hearse with glass sides. He liked to ride through ?

the countryside and admire the scenery from the depths of a comfort-

able rocking chair. The hearse was driven by a high-priced uniformed

chauffeur.

The Osages were tike children released in a vast new wonderland.

But it was a wonderland that was to bring them misery, and even

death.

The swindlers, gamblers, prostitutes, pimps and touts moved in to

share the Osage wealth. White men mfirried Indian women solely to

get. their hands on the Oil money. Others developed a sudden “concern”

for the Osagcs’, welfare, and arranged to have themselves named legal

guardians with control over their wards* mosey. Loan sharks charged

exorbitant interest rates. Salesmen asked, and received, outrageous

orices for their merchandise. Some Indians protested bitterly. But there
I s *

were, few to lister^ > „

Bill Hale prospered as the Indians prospered. By l920‘the one-time

cowpoke had moved from his tent in the badlands into control of a

50,000-acre ranch stocked with cattle and fine horses. He controlled a

bank in Fairfak, and owned part interest in a mercantile store and an

undertaking establishment Whenever a full-blooded Osage died, Bill

Hale prospered in some fashion.

The number of unsolved murders of Indians increased. They found

Charlie Whitehom with two bullet holes in his forehead. Joe Yellow

Horse died frothing at the mouth and Bill Stetson, the great Osage

roper, and Nina Smith, both full-bloods, died violently. Folks said it was

poisoned whiskey.

Barney McBride, a white oil man, was enraged by the scandalous

treatment of his Indian friends. The tribal chiefs appealed to him to

help put a stop to the thievery and the murder and McBride set out

for Washington to make a protest. His body, horribly mutilated, was

found stuffed in a culvert near Meadows, Maryland. He died before

filing the protest

Joe (Gray Horse) Bates died, too, and Bill Hale produced a deed

to his lands. When George Bigheart died, Hale allegedly had an argu-

ment at his deathbed over a deed which Hale claimed had been made

to him. George Bigheart’s lawyer was reported to have said the deed

was fraudulent. The lawyer later fell—or was thrown—from a train, t

He was ground to death by the wheels. I

I Then the “King of the Osage Hills” got the most brilliant idea of his /

life. He must have wondered why the scheme hadn’t occurred to him
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